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Believing
Minister’s Message - November 2021

Greetings friends in faith.
We are 3 months into our new Memorandum of Understanding
between Knox, Didsbury, Olds and Sundre. Our biggest learning
curve has been with transmitting via live-stream. I am grateful to
Bill Windsor for educating us, and setting up the necessary
equipment for this. I also appreciate the extra time commitment
of those who are on our “technical teams” at Knox and Olds.
Sundre’s time will come, as soon as they have the internet bandwidth to allow them to join us!
For now, in person worship is happening at 9:30 at Olds and
Knox United, with me alternating where I lead from. I will be at
Knox United Nov. 28; Dec. 12; Jan. 2. I will be at Olds United
Dec. 5; Dec. 19; Jan. 9.

“We are a church

family that welcomes
all to join us on a
spiritual journey with
fellowship and
relevant worship”
Believing, Caring &
Sharing

I will be in Sundre on Sunday afternoons at 1:30, until they are
able to be part of the Sunday morning rotation.
Please note: December 26th there will be no Sunday services.
Enjoy a pajama day. That’s what I’ll be doing!
COVID Update: We are continuing to practice careful COVID
precautions in all our meeting places, and with vaccine rates
quite low for our region, we require that masks be worn in the
building during worship and group gatherings – and especially
when singing. In fact, Chinook Winds recommends that unless
we can effectively be socially distanced more than 6 feet apart,
we should avoid singing. Please remain masked when in the
building, unless eating or drinking. In the hall, please practice
social distancing when with people from outside your social
“bubble” or “cohort.”
The bulletin and sermon will continue to be posted to the websites, for those who are unable to join us. Messages will also be
posted to the Facebook Page, Olds and Sundre United Churches.
Each week, via email, there will be updates and announcements.
If you’d like to receive those emails, please contact your church
office and ask to be included.

Sundre United Church

Minister Message Continued:
Christmas Eve Worship
We are moving into the Season of Advent – the season of waiting and watching for the coming
of the Christ child into the world. In many ways, throughout the pandemic, it has felt like we’ve
done a lot of waiting and watching. I am hopeful when I say that we will be holding Christmas
Eve worship this year.
Services will be held at each church – Sundre 4:00 pm; Olds 7:00 pm and Knox 9:00 pm.
We are requiring that you pre-register, with the number of people that will be in your family
group so that we can ensure seating in accordance with COVID protocols. Because numbers
will be more than have been attending Sunday worship, we must also ask for proof of double
vaccination, or a negative COVID test (within 72 hours of worship attendance).
We are hoping to live stream one of the services. Watch your Friday email to find out what time
we’ll be doing that.
Wishing you all peace, hope, joy and love for the Advent journey.
Blessings,
Tammy
To log on to the Sunday worship service from home:
1) On your computer, a few minutes before 9:30, go to your
internet and go to www.oldsunited.ca
2) You will see the “Livestream” information, and click on the
link.
3) That will take you to the YOUTUBE site, with our service.
4) You can also do this to view older services, or to view that
Sunday’s service at a later time… just click on the one you
want to see.
The bulletin and sermon will continue to be posted to the websites, for those who are unable to join us or access the

Mark Your Calendar!
Sundre United Church Bake Sale!
December 3rd, 2021
4 p.m —7 p.m.
Sundre United Church
**We are looking for baking donations!
Drop off your baking on December 2, 9:00am to
10:00am at the Sundre United Church.

A Baseball Elite!

Grace Jackson is currently
training with the Alberta
Elite competitive team and
in the spring she will be
playing on the Olds A softball team. Grace’s main positions are pitcher and
shortstop, however she is
very versatile in the infield
and can play multiple positions. She was called up to
play with the Strathmore
team at provincials this past
season where she pitched
the team to a win and won
MVP of the game. Grace is
an extremely determined
and driven student athlete
as she always strives to be
the best she can be.

Worship Report
Happy New Year! On Sunday, November 28, Sundre United Church began the season of Advent, starting a new church year. Each Sunday, a new advent candle will be lit representing Hope,
Peace, Joy and Love. The Christ candle will be lit at the Christmas Eve service.
Communion is now celebrated the first Sunday of each month; all are welcome to participate.
Our ladies choir, featuring Jean Dickman, Pat Toone, Yvonne Hopkins, Verity Pickering and Kelley Hope, have been practicing on Monday afternoons. They will provide special music during the
Advent and Christmas seasons.
Several members of the Jackson family will be baptised on Sunday, December 19. This special
service will also feature our annual Christmas pageant presentation, including the manger scene
and the possibility of a live Baby Jesus!

Pre-registration is required for the Christmas Eve service being held at 4:00 pm on December 24.
Family names with numbers can be sent to sundreuc@telus.net, left in a phone message at (403)
638- 4428, or added to the list being created at Sunday services in December.
Special thanks to Lyle and Etta Evans for once again setting up the Christmas tree and decorating the sanctuary with such a beautiful array of ornaments and greenery.
Regular Sunday services will resume on January 2, 2022 at 1:30 pm. with the celebration of
Epiphany and communion.
Wishing everyone a safe and happy Christmas!

Caring—Welcoming each other in the spirit of Christianity
*Survey says…We have a “Caring Team” with membership from all 3
churches, and recently they began to undertake a survey of our membership, primarily to check-in, to update contact information, and to offer support. Sundre has begun already, primarily with telephone calls; Didsbury
has also, with written surveys; and Olds will include the survey with this
newsletter. However you reply, we look forward to hearing from you!
*Each congregation has representation to the Caring Team. Sundre’s rep
is Joyce Wicks - 403-638-3962 with assistance from Janis Swelin who is
updating our contact list and planning a new initiative for youth (birthday
cards). In Sundre, Joyce is contacting every household by telephone for
updates and to check on everyone’s internet ability.
*Memorial donation pages have been added to the Memorial book in
memory of Josie Rock, Audrey Irving and Marj Molesky. Donations may
be used towards a much needed piece of equipment, a repair or for general church expenses. The page lists the donators names and a card is
sent to the family to notify them of the donations made in their loved ones’
name.
*Prayer shawls - calling upon knitters/crocheters to start a winter project to
add to our collection

Jean Dickman playing for
our Remembrance Service
on November 7th

Sharing - in fellowship & generosity of time,
talents and treasures

* Thank you to everyone who donated non-perishable food to the
Sundre Plus One food bank in Sundre which is housed at
McDougal Chapel
*Thank you to Tom Mennear who donated all the proceeds of $3150
from our Haskap Muffin sales at the Cowboy Trail Market.
*Thank you to Jim Eklund & Clinton Rataushk for volunteering to mow
the lawn and shovel snow.

Cheri and Pat with
Food Bank Donations

*“Power of Change” each year these donations have supported a
Sundre High School student for a special academic or athletic
program. This year, we have chosen to support Grace Jackson,
daughter of Jordan & Jennifer and granddaughter of Tom & Judy
Jackson. Grace is excelling in high performance baseball.
*Thank you to Mona Kibblewhite and Yvonne Hopkins as part of the
Legion’s “nimble fingers”, they donated sewn or knitted toques,
scarves, tote bags, mitts & socks which are being donated to GNP.
*Thank you to Etta Evans for assuming the duties of the janitorial
contract commencing in October. We are also grateful for all her
volunteering to decorate the hall and sanctuary each season as well
as the outdoor planters, Christmas figurines and updating the sign
board.
*On October 24, we had a surprise visit from Kathy Spence-Cameron
of Symons Valley UC, daughter to Pat & Dolly Spence who donated
our beautiful baby grand piano. We have treasured this instrument for
our regular and special services, community concerts and piano
recitals. Pat Spence also provided an interest free loan to help pay for
the finishing of the church hall in approx 1984 and that became the
incentive for 30 years of annual turkey dinners - paying back the loan
and helping with other church expenses.
*Thank you to all our piano volunteers - Cheri Jahnke, Joyce Wicks,
Judy Jackson and Jean Dickman. Jean played for our Remembrance
service on Nov 7 and played some of the war time era songs that we
were all familiar with.

Mona and Yvonne Donate
scarves, mitts and toques

Yvonne and Cheri Donate
scarves, mitts and toques
made by the
Sundre Legion’s Nimble
Fingers Sewing Group

~Thank You and More ~
Stewardship Committee

Sundre’s representatives to the Resource & Hospitality Committee are Joyce Wicks, Cheri
Jahnke, Deb Ellithorpe & Betty Bennett. They will meet with reps from Didsbury & Olds UC
on Nov 30 in Sundre to discuss methods of application for the recent training on Called to be
the Church: the Journey - building relationships, cultivating generosity, a culture of gratitude
and identifying as stewards rather than consumers.
As 2021 comes to a close, all donations are gratefully accepted. Preauthorized Remittance
(PAR) can be started at any time by calling Deb Ellithorpe at 403-638-4428. This can include
automatic withdrawal from your bank or credit card. Cheques can be mailed to Box 614,
Sundre, AB T0M1X0
PAR donations can be the equivalent of sacrificing one specialty coffee or fast food meal/
week or an hour of salary/week.
We are encouraged by your generosity to achieve a balanced budget to end 2021.
*Bake sale - December 3, 2021 at the church hall from 4:00 - 7:00 pm. all baking donations
gratefully received by Dec 2 between 9:00 - 10;00am

BELIEVING, CARING, SHARING

Leadership Team:

Minister — Rev Tammy Allan
Chair, Worship Com —Cheri Jahnke
Treasurer— Pat Toone
M & P Com, Stewardship—Joyce Wicks
Chinook Winds Rep—Betty Bennett
Secretary—Deb Ellithorpe
Joint Worship Com—Jean Dickman
Property/Maintenance—Etta Evans
Member at Large—Verity Pickering
Present Trustees:
Betty Bennett
Pat Campkin
Kelley Hope
Judy Jackson
Many Thanks to long serving Trustees;
Alice Andras, Pat Toone and Josie Rock (deceased)

Contact Us
Sundre United Church
Location
118 Centre St N
Mailing Address:
Box 614, Sundre, AB
T0M 1X0
Office: (403) 638-4428
Fax: (403) 638-4486
Email:
sundreuc@telus.net
Visit us on the web at
www.sundreunited.ca

